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The Secretary,

An Bord Pleanala,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1.

29" October 2019 /é . /6 / W
Re Re:  Section 5 Referral — Donegal County Council Ref. $5.19/16 :
ABP Ref. ABP-305296-19

Dear Secretary,

On behalf of Mr Gerard McLaughlin, Speenogue PO, An Grianan Road, Burt, Lifford, Co Donegal (the
referrer) we wish to respond to the letter issued by the Board on 9™ October 2019, which contained
comments from the Planning Department of Donegal County Council. The last date for the submission of a

response is 29" October 2019 so this submission has been made within the statutory timeframe provided for.

Whilst Donegal County Council has responded to the Section 5 referral and stated that the submission made
has been noted, they have not dealt in any way with the points raised in the referral and for that reason there
is little more that can be added to the detailed submission which was originally submitted to the Board other

than to say that we trust that the Board will address the issues raised of our referral in detail.

The references to the planning applications are separate to the matter being considered herein and the
reference to the planting of trees is also a separate matter to the earthen embankment that is the subject of

this section 5 referral.

As stated in the conclusion to the referral, sufficient information has been submitted in the original review
document to demonstrate that the rationale behind the decision of Donegal County Council that the
construction of earthen embankments is development and is not exempted development is incorrect. It is
requested that the Board overturns the determination of Donegal County Council and finds that in this
particular case, the construction of earth embankments for the purpose of drainage improvements is

development that is exempted development.

urs Sincerely

ANAA

Joe Bonner

Joe Bonner | Town Planning Consultants Ltd {Registered in Ireland)

The Airport Hub, Unit 1, Furry Park, Mob: 087 750 9637
Old Swords Road, Santry, Dublin 9, D09 WY06 Email: info@joebonnerplanning ie

Web: www.joebonnerplanning.ie
Director: Joe Bonner VAT No 3532314UH CRO NO 622815
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Speencene P O Rort Ca.Donecal
Email: ik

An Bord Pleanala
Anna Howard
Executive Officer

64 Marborough Street

Dublin 1

23" October 2019,

D01 v902 ===

Case Reference Number: ABP-305296-19
Planning Authority Reference Number: $5.19/16

Reference: Gerard MclLaughlin
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See below - (Please could you return the TDK 4GB once you have copied Audio files, Video Clips to
prove back up note — in reply to letter 9™ October 2019 submission/observations in the interests of
justice | would greatly appreciate same.

There is indeed several watercourses exists at the location area as shown on Land Direct wish to fully
make aware of that it is very relevant to this (Folio Number DL86349F & DL37633 —
https://www.Landdirect.ie/pramap/ goes into land which is backed on there see information zoom
into same very clear to see for Donegal County Council Roads and Planning Departments not to
acknowledge sheough/watercourse and refuse to discuss flooding event here at this location it has
caused me undue stress and panic sending me threatening warning letters it has not helped my
overall health emotionally low self-esteem financially materiality to fight this case which I would like
to point out here private individual taken on Donegal County Council.

| have evidence of same can look up via Geohive maps online going back to 200 years ago if you
need me to send evidence | can provide evidence of same.

One of the problems here doesn’t help the overall situation is that the planners Donegal County
Council do not know the lye of the land local area very well and are from outside the district and do
not have a full in depth knowledge having lived here my lifetime of the issues on the ground having
experienced same there needs to be a common sense approach taken not the approach that has
being taken towards me by the council.

The roadside on Green Road grass verge is caving collapsing in parts near the top | raised this to
Donegal County council via email never responded to me or looked at it.

There is ample evidence available in the media to confirm same it was widely reported in both
written and broadcast media, especially in respect of An Grianan Hotel which is located directly
downhill of the lands in question more details can be found on
https://www.angriananhotel.com/our-hotel/latest-news/ (August 2017 — This needs to be assessed |
don’t want to be followed in years to come for being negligent.

See Also -

https://www.independent.ie/business/farming/agri—business/alI—we—have-had-is-poIiticians-Iooking—
for-photo-opportunities-and-then-clearing-off-back-to-d ublin-and-doing-nothing-36135157.html

Please note — To put things into context - | was badly affected by the flooding, | could see what was
happening and was badly affected craters within land were created when flood waters breached by
6 to 8ft caused by the massive flood waters on the hills above & around Grianan Hill Mountain
Inishowen — The Roads were turned into rivers — It was a massive flooding hillside farm in Inishowen
factor in clean-up costs | personally feel more could be done for those impacted via Donegal County
Council / OPW I was left to fend for myself and offered me no help or assistance lack of
professionalism and failure to escalate provide assistance to me and subsequent escalated
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conversations which | have contacted on numerous occasions for assistance-abolt thé same.
concerns and refused to action my GDPR SAR (Subject Access Re’qvests under-FOI) DSAR requests |
believe Donegal County Council have acted unreasonable here and provide information within a |
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reasonable timeframe which they have failed to do and try to obtain the information | had
requested and get it rectified as false reporting made towards me. | have been presented with some
barriers along the way in turn has led to further dissatisfaction and left me feeling that | was not
being treated in a professional manner, | felt harassed with warning letter issued and victimised |
didn’t receive call backs and have not received an apology in addressing these points it is evident |
am not happy with the manner in which | have been handled my requests to speak to more senior
management and | understand it that | believe that Donegal County Council have poor processes in
place for the escalation of customers concerns my expectations — | have always acted in a respectful
and courteous manner. | have asked Donegal County Council to expedite my Data subject access /
FOI request when | know it is an employee within Donegal County Council who has gone outside of

his remit/brief to do: harm to me by making false reports in relation to me which are not factual correct
especially not acknowledging flooding event.

All we have here was politicians looking for photo opportunities and then clearing off back to Dublin
and doing nothing for people affected. | have had enough of that received no support whatsoever.

Note — I got no assistance From Donegal County Council having asked for help and assistance in the
interests of total clarity — | know Donegal County Council gave others provided digger works at the
affected roads and riverbanks/watercourses clearing up and are helping with the fencing of land — |
got none of that | can provide named examples where Donegal County Council helped with provided
piping private lands left stones tarring installed bigger piping | got nothing from Donegal County
Council which needs to be highlighted in light of poor service I have received from Council and
express my dissatisfaction and overall inconvenience I have been put through here — | believe my
requests are fair and any other person would reasonably expect their public body to provide
assistance.

It may be worthwhile in your final decision for mediation service to be offered here it is human
courtesy to update me when a request is sent there should be some flexibility especially when
flooding event happened here and planners are well aware of this but been advised from another
department higher department to not to acknowledge this when dealing with customers public —
this is not good customer service that is being provided by Donegal County Council Planning
Department to address the issue voice my concerns to be taken fully into consideration here.

I am quite clear about what needs to be done and I have right to protect my land from being flooded
long term actions so that my land is never flooded again and flood defense embankment required to
mitigate against future flooding | did the works under the spirit rural planning exemption exempted
development by virtue of Class 3 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 to the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 (as amended) and this is backed up by Article 6(3) of the same Regulations.



I maintained I got no listening ear from the Council measures required are cost-effective measures
which would address the problems concerned for long term gain to prevent future flooding — At all
times | have tried to work with council to engage to negotiate same but difficult when they refuse to
acknowledge /accept Flooding event that occurred here August 2017 & January 2018.
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I have provided my full rationale to make our stance clear on this matter - | consider that the
embankment is exempted development is that the development carried out is exempted
development by virtue of Class 3 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 to the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 (as amended) and this is backed up by Article 6(3) of the same Regulations
(Rural) to be reviewed in application I followed the correct procedures.

In conclusion, | wish to thank you once again for raising my concerns with you. In recognition of the

time this has taken myself which has caused great personal upset as a vulnerable person this has
caused me.

Yours,

P -~ 4
Gerard Columba McLaughlin

Speenogue P.O

Grianan Road

Burt
Co. Donegal
E: .uk | AN =
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Families homeless; businesses flooded; roads wrecked
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Mum caught up in Clonmany floods gives
birth to baby boy and names him Noah!
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